



“The Chrysanthemums”

October 18/13
· This story portrays a confrontation of two symbols of the American West and two types of life:


a.
the fix-it man/nomadic traveler (Old West)


b.
the fenced-in garden (New West).

· The paradise that Elisa has created is delicate—an endangered place.

· She is Childless (not fertile), though she has “planter’s hands.”

· Ironically the life of the fix-it man, though an endangered profession, seems more resistant and stronger than it first appears.

· We don’t particularly like the fix-it man because he is a liar. His story of the lady friend who always wanted chrysanthemums is a transparent lie, told to gain Elisa’s sentimental approval. He uses sentimentality, but he is utterly pragmatic. We side with Elisa, but in doing so we expose our own weakness.

·  “The Chrysanthemums” is not a sentimental story; it is about the failure of sentimentality.

